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Supporting the EDA Grant Application for LA BioMed 
 

On September 30, 2014, the Los Angeles County (County) Board of Supervisors 

(Board) approved a new Master Ground Lease (Lease) at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 

with Los Angeles Biomedical Research Institute (LA BioMed).  The 11.4-acre campus 

located on the Harbor-UCLA Medical Campus will provide for the continued operation and 

expansion of LA BioMed, a non-profit research institute founded in 1952. 

LA BioMed plans on constructing a 78,000 gross square foot research facility.  The 

new research facility will house several support functions for biomedical research including 

dedicated space for the Institutes for Translational Genomics and Infectious Diseases; an 

18,000 gross square foot bioscience incubator; meeting and conference rooms; a large 160-

seat, multipurpose lecture hall; and administrative space for LA BioMed. 

LA BioMed intends to submit a $3.0 million grant application to the U.S. Department 

of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA) to cover a portion of the cost 

of constructing off-site improvements needed for the new research facility.  Since the 

proposed project and off-site improvements will be on County-owned property, EDA 

requires that the County be a co-applicant for the EDA grant.   The off-site improvements 

are estimated to cost a total of $6,154,105, with $3 million provided by EDA and the balance 

provided by LA BioMed.  No County funds are required for the construction of the off-site 

improvements. 
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 I THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
1. Find that: (a) the proposed actions and the construction of the research facility 

are within the scope of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) that was 

adopted by the Board on September 30, 2014; (b) there are no changes to the 

project or to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken since the 

approval of the MND that would result in new effects or the need for new 

mitigation; and (c) no new environmental document is required; and 

2. Approve the attached resolution authorizing Los Angeles County to submit a 

grant application with LA BioMed to the U. S. Department of Commerce 

Economic Development Administration (EDA) for $3.0 million to fund a portion of 

the cost of off-site improvement required for the construction of a new 78,000 

gross square foot research and incubator facility on the LA BioMed campus 

located at the Harbor-UCLA Medical Campus; and 

3. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or designee, to sign the EDA application 

as co-applicant with LA BioMed and any other documents required by the EDA to 

evidence Los Angeles County support for the project. 

 

#   #    #   # 
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